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SUBJECT: FAREWELL CALL ON PRESIDENT BALAGUER 

1 . DURING MY FAREWELL CALL ON PRESIDENT BALAGUER APRIL 3, 1 
REITERATED THE USG'S STRONG INTEREST IN FREE AND HONEST ELECTIONS. 

THE PRESIDENT REPLIED. AS HE HAS ON PREVIOUS OCCASIONS, THAT ONCE 
A VOTER ENTERS THE VOTING BOOTH, HE CASTS HIS BALLOT FREELY AND 
SECRETLY. HE CONTINUED THAT THEREAFTER THE TALLY PROCESS IS 
FOOLPROOF AND UNDER STRICT CONTROL. THE CONVERSATION TURNED TO 
THE DESIRABILITY OF A CLIMATE CONDUCIVE TO FREE ELECTIONS PRIOR 

TO THE ACTUAL VOTING PROCESS. BALAGUER REPLIED THAT THE CAMPAIGNS 
WERE UNFOLDING IN AN ATMOSPHERE OF FREEDOM AND TRANQUILITY. 

HE OBSERVED THAT AN ISOLATED INCIDENT OF OVERZEALOUSNESS MIGHT 
OCCUR ON EITHER SIDE IN SOME REMOTE CORNER OF THE COUNTRY AND THAT 
SUCH WAS BEYOND HIS CONTROL AND OF MINOR IMPORTANCE. HE THEN 
LAUNCHED INTO RATHER CAUSTIC (FOR HIM) CRITICISM OF THE BEHAVIOR 
OF SOARES DURING HIS VISIT. HE STRESSED THAT HE KNEW OF NO OTHER 
COUNTRY IN LATIN AMERICA WHERE SUCH PARTISAN ACTIONS OF A VISITING 
CHIEF OF GOVERNMENT WOULD HAVE BEEN TOLERATED. INSTEAD OF 
ASKING HIMTO LEAVE ON THE NEXT PLANE AS WOULD HAVE BEEN THE CASE 
ELSEWHERE, SOARES WAS TREATED WITH THE UTMOST COURTESY AND 
DEFERENCE. ALL THIS DESPITE THE FACT THAT SOARES HAD DECLINED 
THE PRESIDENT’S LUNCHEON INVITATION BECAUSE HE WAS SCHEDULED TO 
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PARTICIPATE IN THE POLITICAL CARAVAN OF THE MAJOR OPPOSITION 
PARTY. 

2. IN RESPONSE TO MY INQUIRY, HE WAS CAUTIOUS ABOUT PROSPECTS OF 
HIS RE-ELECTION, ADDING HOWEVER THAT ONE DIDN'T ENTER POLITICAL 
CONTESTS WITH THE GOAL OF LOSING. HE CONTINUED THAT IF HE LOST, 

THE FIRST CONGRATULATORY TELEGRAM THE WINNER RECEIVED WOULD BE HIS. 
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IN AS CLOSE TO AN EXASPERATED TONE AS I'VE HEARD FROM THIS 
EXTRAORDINARILY PATIENT MAN, HE CLOSED THE SUBJECT WITH THE 
REMARK, "I REALLY DON'T KNOW WHAT MORE I CAN DO." 

3. THE REST OF THE MEETING WAS NONSUBSTANTIVE. 

HURWITCH 
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